270      IJSTTERS OP GEN. BENJAMIN F. BUTLER
Permit us to add personally our earnest hope that you will be able to gratify a large portion of your fellow-citizens by complying with this request.
We have the honor to be, General, your obedient Servant,
WrTiTTATM C. CLAJFFLIN, Chairman F. W. BIRD, Secretary Pro Tern.
From Richard Fay, Jr., to General Butler
BBOOELTNE, Oct. IQtJi, 1864
MY DEAE GENERAL: I have supposed that the weight of labor and responsibility on your shoulders would make correspondence rather a bore to you, but meeting Webster yesterday, he told me you still liked to have your mail bring letters from Northern friends. I do not know if you ever received my note written at Laconia in answer to your kind invitation to come to Lowell. I did not know of your being at home or I would have made business give way to the pleasure of seeing you. I stopped at Lowell on my way back, but you had returned to the army to carry on a campaign which has given you great and deserved reputation, and gratified your friends here beyond any scene in your career. Knowing your ardent wish to command troops in the field, I yet trembled at the difficulties without and within I knew you would have to encounter, and the auspicious course of your late operations has greatly delighted me. May it be the augury of constant good fortune.
I have been out of health all summer, and now Dr. Bigelow insists that I shall give up business for a year and go to Europe or elsewhere, far from my office to think of nothing but air and sunshine and my dinner. I cannot sleep or think without pain and effort, and must confess I am in a bad way. John Lovell is to be Treasurer in my absence, and my private business will be attended to by Tenney. In arranging for so long an absence, I want to know your wishes about your own balance of account and your brother's debt to me. I could not sell his Ogdensburg bonds, for though they were quoted high enough, they would not sell. I doubt if there is any speculation in them before spring. I can do one of several things, as you wish. I can leave your balance on interest as heretofore, or (what I should prefer) give you my note for the amount with interest, for a year; leaving Col. Butler's account also open, and depositing his stock with any broker